CHAPTER  V.

STORIES IN OLD  LONDON  NAMES.

IT is not only in the names of continents, countries,
and towns that stories of the past can be read.
The names of the old streets and buildings (or everx
of new streets which have kept their old names) in
our old towns are full of stories. Especially is this
true about London, the centre of the British Em-
pire, and almost the centre of the world's history.
It will be interesting not only to little Londoners,
but to other children as well, to examine some of
the old London names, and see what stories they
can tell.

Naturally the most interesting names of all are
to be found in what we now call " the City," mean-
ing the centre of London, which was at one time
all the London there was.

We have seen that London was in the time of
the Britons just a fort, and that it became important
in Roman times, and a town grew up around it.
But this town in the Middle Ages, and even so late
as the eighteenth century, was not at all like the
London we know to-day. London now is really a